2025 Somers Independence Day Parade Report

The Somers Parade Committee, consisting of four residents of Somers - Ben Harbach,
Judy Schantek, Al Ferber, and Stephanie Funk - began meeting in January to plan the
2025 Independence Day Parade events. We secured several acts before our first
meeting and continued to pursue new entertainment up until the day of the event.

ISince last year’s food trucks received a good response, we invited more local food
trucks to be stationed along the parade route for parade-goers to enjoy! CutStone,
Sweet Cream, Rolling Cones, De La Rosa's and Kona Ice reportedly had a steady flow
of customers. Somers Fire Association ran their vending stand out of the fire station, J &
M's grilled outside and SLHS Boosters sold food at the school entrance.

Somers Public Works crew worked hard days before and on the day of the parade to
make things run more smoothly.

This year’s theme was “Sweet Land of Liberty!” Local longtime farmer, Jerry Smith,
was our parade marshal.

Safety of everyone involved is our utmost priority and we worked closely with Somers
Fire & Rescue, Kenosha County Sheriff, Somers Public works and administration to
follow a safety plan. We enjoyed a partly cloudy afternoon and 85 degrees. Jim Gorley
drove along the parade route twice. The first time he displayed a safety message to
parade-goers reminding them to not approach the parade participants and that the road
would be closed until 4:00 PM for everyone's safety. The second time he displayed the
generous sponsors of our parade.

Ron Bailey of Silverspoon Entertainment deejayed in the staging area at Shoreland
Lutheran High School. Somers Elementary began distributing flags at 1:20 followed by
the digital billboard driven by Jim Gorley and the Somers Fire & Rescue and several
area fire departments left at 2:00 pm.

Following the fire and rescue vehicles were our most important part of the parade line
up - our veterans! The American Legion Post 552 color guard was followed by Shawn
MeDonald bagpiping, VFW Post 7038, the Lyon’s locomotive, Navy Ship Club 40, John
Sorensen, On Point HMMWV, Lot 31 and Aeroworks Productions LMTV M-1081..

The parade marshal, Jerry Smith, was followed by SLHS in Kraus Mack truck, and we
welcomed the return of the Milwaukee Dancing Grannies.

The Mike Schneider Polka Band, Jolly Giant Stiltwalkers, Dairy Queen and MGV
Harmonia were interspersed with local representatives consisting of the Somers Village
Board, Bob Kupfer, Kenosha County Sheriff's Department, Teri Jacobsen, Rebecca
Matoska-Mentink, Samantha Kerkman, Tip McGuire, Jennifer Mack, and Xavier Solis.
The Republican and Democratic floats also were in the politician section.



Next were several classic cars; Lou Rugani's ‘51 Frazer, Craig Kreuser, Tom Giles ‘57
Studebaker, John Compolo Harley trike, Russo 1923 Ford T-bucket and 15 cars from
the Game Changers Social Organization.

The local business section was kicked off with the beautiful Snap-On float, newcomers
Valley Croft Farm horse teams,University of Wisconsin-Parkside, Walmart, Downpour
Gutters, Metz Machines. SAMs Club, Joey Douglas & the Lion’s Club Car, Mission 94
Firearms, Jim Buskirk Construction, a Pony team ridden by .Lisa Brockman and her
daughter, Somers 4-H Chargers, Culvers, SEWPITA Paranormal Team, Mad Plaid
Brass followed by Arik the Wandering Juggler, Firehouse Performance, Proko
Funeral Home, AES Towing, John Martin Roofing, Step-by-Step Academy, Journey
DRT, Kenosha Kingfish, Mariachi Band, Dinder Bros. Circus mermaid & juggler,
First Student, Danish Brotherhood, Pro Towing/Don’s, KUSD Rambler marching band,
Lighthouse Trucking. and Car Corral,. Parade-goers enjoyed several freebies such as
Dilly Bars, ice pops, free custard tokens, cookies, beach balls, vegetables, toys and
hundreds of pounds of candy!

Royalty in this year’s lineup were Kenosha Fair Queen Kaelie Billingsley, Miss Kenosha
Nellyka Dennis, and Miss Bristol Margaret Gillmore.

Parade-goers always know the end is near when they see the local tractors rolling down
the street. This year The Funkin Farm, River City Rhythm, Fenske's drove Case New
Holland farm machines and the Leoris’s returned with their beautiful horse and pony
teams. Finally, Ben Harbach concluded the parade along with Kenosha County Sheriff's
Department and Somers Public Works. We were able to get 80 entries out of the
staging area in about 45 minutes!

Somers Independence Day Parade is solely funded by the generous support of
the following sponsors: Andrea & Orendorff, James Armes, David Barnes (Villa Roas
Apartments), Baxter & Woodman, Bear Realty, CJW Inc., Davison Law, Dejno’s
Trucking, Dooley & Associates, EMS Management & Consulting, Fifth Third Bank,
Firehouse Performance, Golden Qil, Hansen's Pool & Spa, Ben & Better Harbach,
Hasting Air & Energy, Hawthorn Apartments, Hob Nob, Huck Realty, Kenosha County
Executive Samantha Kerkman, Robert Kupfer, Kwik Trip (local & corporate), Liftpro,
Line X Protective Coatings, Lot 31, TG & Jackie Nelson, Nielson Madsen & Barber, Karl
Ostby, Pritzker Military Museum & Library, Proko Funeral Home, Reesman’s Excavating
& Grading, Sam’s Club, SCS Pike Creek, Gregg Sinnen, HJ Smet & Sons Construction,,
George Stoner, Stream Realty, Taco Bell (Albor Restaurant Group), Tri City National
Bank, and Walmart. Shoreland Lutheran High School generously opens their facilities
and parking lot for the staging area and parking. Somers Elementary allows the parade
participants and parade goers their parking areas.

Next year’s Independence Day parade will take place at 2:00 pm on Saturday, July 4th.



We welcome volunteers interested in the commitment to plan our parade. We meet
once a month from January untif July. If you're interested in helping plan this Somers
tradition, contact J. Schantek at 262-818-4448. Seeing the excitement of Somers
parade-goers and participants is worth every second of the time and deduction involved]!

Respectfully submitted,
Somers Parade Committe
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Carryover from 2024: $ 7,240.75

Parade donations 2025:  $12.750.00

Parade expenses 2025:  $10,550.00

K. C. Sheriff Dept.; $ 1,000.00 Village of Somers is paying the remainder

Balance for 2026: $ 8,440.75



